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an associated at least one of (1) a file designation and (2) a command designation, 
wherein said media receiver station has a processor for controlling presentation 
of media programming, and wherein said processor is programmed to present 
said media programming in accordance with at least one instruction of a media 
programming supplier of said media transmitter station, said method 

comprising the steps of: 

receiving at said media receiver station availability^nformation of said 
media programming from said media transmitter station; and 

transmitting said at least one command to said4edia transmitter station, 
wherein said at least one command designates fore^ch of a plurality of units of 
said media programming at least one of (1) a timfe of transmission and (2) a 
channel of transmission, and wherein said at least one command designating for 
each of said plurality of units of media programming said at least one of (1) said 
file designation and (2) said command designation; and 

causing said media transmitter station in response to said at least one 
command to transfer said at least on£ of said plurality of units of media 
programming from said at least one computer peripheral storage location and to 
transmit said at least one of said plurality of units of media programming based 
on said at least one of said time of transmission and said channel of transmission 
to said media receiver station. 

30. (New Claim) The method of claim 29, further comprising the steps 

of: / 

communicating said at least one unit of media programming to a switch; 

delaying^ommunication of said at least one of said plurality of units of 

media programming at a storage location associated with said switch; and 
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communicating said at least one of said units of media programming 
said storage location to said media receiver station. 

31. (New Claim) The method of claim 29, further comprising/the step 

of: 

reordering a sequence of at least two of said plurality ofunits of media 
programming. 

32. (New Claim) The method of claim 29, whe/ein said at least one 
command designates a timing schedule for transmission of each of said plurality 
of units of media programming, wherein each of sjL plurality of units includes 
one of: (1) video programming, (2) audio programming, (3) computer 
programming, (4) hardcopy programming,^ (5) electronic data, and wherein 
said timing schedule transmits a complete/set of programming instructions 
associated with one media programming presentation. 

33. (New Claim) The method of 29, wherein presenting a product 
comprises delivering a physicalelement and outputting a programming datum 
said method further comprising the steps of; 

transmitting instructions for presenting said product; 
performing in said network at least one of (1) delaying communication of 
said instructions in response to an instruction-to-delay signal, (2) checking a 
clock to determine/hen to communicate information associated with said 
product, (3) generating a programming datum in response to an instruct-to- 
generate signal and (4) processing information associated with presenting said 
product uVresponse to a second command; and 

delivering said product at said media receiver station. 
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34. (New Claim) The method of claim 29, further comprising one/of the 
steps of: 

outputting said media programming at said media receiver stajW, 
wherein said media programming includes an offer to a product; 

inputting a response command, wherein said response command includes 
one of (1) a subscriber reaction to said media programming, and (2) a computer 
input; and 

transmitting an order from said media receiver station. 

35. (New Claim) A method of controlling^ media network, wherein 
said media network includes a media transmitte/ tfation and a media receiver 
station, wherein said media transmitter static/ has a computer for controlling 
communication of signals, wherein said computer is programmed to perform 
one of (1) communicating a file stored at4 computer peripheral storage location 
and (2) controlling communication ofmedia programming in accordance with a 
first command, wherein said media/transmitter station stores at least one of a 
plurality of units of media programing, wherein each of said plurality of units 
of media programming has associated one of (1) a file designation datum and 
(2) a command designation/datum, wherein said media receiver station includes 
a processor for controlling presentation of said at least one of said plurality of 
media programming^and wherein said processor is programmed to perform at 
least one of (1) presenting said at least one of said plurality of units of media 
programming ix/a predetermined fashion based on a second command; and (2) 
enabling a presentation of said at least one of said plurality of units of media 
programming in accordance with an instruction of a media programming 
supplie/of the media transmitter station, said method comprising the steps of: 
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receiving at least one availability datum indicating availabilityof said at 
least one of said plurality of media programming from said mediaAransmitter 
station; and 

transmitting said first command to said media transmitter station, 
wherein said command designates for said at least one of said plurality of units 
of media programming at least one of (1) a time of transmission and (2) a channel 
of transmission, wherein said first command designates for said at least one of 
said plurality of units of media programming said one of (1) said file designation 
datum and (2) said command designation datum/hereby to cause said media 
transmitter station to input a communication control datum to said computer; 

communicating said at least one of said plurality of units of media 
programming from said at least one comp/ter peripheral storage location; and 

transmitting at least one of said plurality of units of media programming 
at said at least one of said time of transmission and said channel of transmission. 

36. (New Claim) A method of controlling a media network, wherein 
said media network has a media/transmitter station and a media receiver station, 
wherein said media transmitter station includes a computer for controlling 
communication of signals, Wherein said computer is programmed to control 
communication of media Programming in accordance with a first command, 
wherein with said media transmitter station stores at least one of a plurality of 
units of media programing, wherein each of said stored at least one of said 
plurality of units of media programming has an associated at least one of (1) a 
file designation/atum, and (2) a command designation datum, wherein said 
media received station has a processor for controlling presentation of said media 
programming, and wherein said processor is programmed to present said at least 
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\ 



one of said plurality of units of media programming in a predetermined Uron 
and based on a second command, said method comprising the steps of/ 

receiving at least one availability datum indicating availabilit/of sard 
media programming from said media transmitter station; and 

transmitting said first command to said media transmitter station, 
wherein said first command designates for each of said plu/lity of units of 
media programming a. least one of (1) a time of transmission, and (2) a channel 
of transmission, and wherein said first command debates for said at least one 



of said plurality of units of media programming sa/d a. least one of (!) said Me 
designation datum, and (2) said command designation datum; and 

causing said media transmitter station^ response to said first command 



to: 



(a) input a communication control datum to said computer; 



y (a) mpuiaLunui^- 7 

W (b) communicate said at le/st one of said plurality of units of media 

programming from a computer peripheral file storage medium; and 

(c) transmit said at le4t one of said plurality of units of med.a 
programming based on said/t least one of said time of transmission and said 

channel of transmission. 

37. (New Cl4n) A method of controlling a remote intermediate 
transmitter station/ communicate mass medium programming to a remote 
receiver station L controlling said remote receiver station to deliver an 
individualiz/mass medium programming presentation, said method 

comprising the steps of: 

(/ receiving said mass medium programming to be transmitted by the 

remot/intermediate transmitter station and delivering said mass medium 

programming to at least one origination transmitter; 
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(2) receiving at least one instruct signal at said remote intermediate 
transmitter station, wherein said at leas, one instruct signal is operative a, said/ 
remote receiver station to control delivery of a. leas, one receiver speciftcdauun 
during said individualized mass medium programming presentation/ 

(3) receiving at least one control signal at said remote ^mediate 
transmitter station, wherein said at least one control signal oopfates at said 
remote intermediate transmitter station to control —Nation of at least one 
of said mass medium programming and said at leasee instruct signal; and 

(4) transmitting from said remote intermediate transmitter station, m 
accordance with said at least one control sigpd at least one information 
transmission containing said mass medi^mr programming and said a, least one 
instruct signal. / 

38. (New Claim) T^nethod of claim 37, wherein said mass medium 
programming includes or/of audio and text. 

39. (New <Zlaim) The method of claim 37, wherein said mass medium 
programming is/television program. 

40 /(New Claim) The method of claim 37, wherein said at least one 
instru/signal includes downloadable code. 

/ 41 (New Claim) TheVethod of claim 37, wherein said at least one 
Control signal includes at least oWa code and a datum which operate at said 
remote intermediate transmit^^Wto identify said mass medium 
programming, said method furth^omprising the step of: 
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transmitting a schedule which operates at said remote intermediate 
program transmitter station to communicate said mass medium programming to 
said at least one origination transmitter at a specific time. 

42. (New Claim} The method of claim 41, wherein said specific time is 
a scheduled time of transmWg-Said mass medium programming from said 
remote intermediate transmitter station, and wherein said at least one control 
signal is effective at said remotkVermediate transmitter station to control at 
least one of a plurality of seleefiveftansfer devices at different times. 

43. (New Claim) The methodSof claim 37, further comprising the step 
of embedding a specific one of said at lea^one control signal in said mass 
medium programming before transmitting s\^d mass medium programming to 
said remote intermediate transmitter station. 

44. (New Claim) The method of claim 37, wherein said remote 
iate transmitter station communicates said mass medium programming 

ding to a schedule, and wherein a specific one of said at leasfone control 
signal is effective at said remote intermediate transmitter^tation to communicate 
said mass medium programming to one of (1) saidadeast one origination 
transmitter a plurality of times and (2) to a plurality of second transmitters. 

45. (New Claim) A methodxff :ontrolling a remote intermediate 
transmitter station to communicate program material to a remote receiver station 
and controlling said remofereceiver station to process a receiver specific 
response, said mejhod comprising the steps of: 
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(1) receiving mass medium programming to be transmitted by said 
remote intermediate transmitter station and delivering said mass medium 
programming to at least one origination transmitter; 

(2) receiving at least one instruct signal at said remote intermecliate 

transmitter station; / 

(3) receiving at least one control signal at said remote intermediate 
transmitter station, wherein said at least one control signal controls 
communication of said mass medium programming and^said at least one instruct 
signal between said remote intermediate transmitter station and said remote 

receiver station; and / 

(4) transmitting from said remote intermediate transmitter station at 
least one information transmission containingiaid mass medium programming 
and said at least one instruct signal. 

46. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermediate 
transmitter station to communicate program material to a remote receiver station 
and controlling said remote receiver station to communicate a response 
generated at said remote receiver station to a remote data collection station, said 
method of controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving programming to be transmitted from said remote 
intermediate transmitter station; 

(2) receiving at least one instruct signal at said remote intermediate 
transmitter station/wherein said at least one instruct signal operates at said 
remote receiver/tation to direct said remote receiver station to create and 
communicate/ receiver specific record to said remote data collection station; 

(3) / receiving at least one control signal at said remote intermediate 
transmitter station, wherein said at least one control signal controls 
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communication of said programming and said at least one instruct signa 
between said remote intermediate transmitter station and said remote/eceiver 
station; and 

(4) transmitting from said remote intermediate transmitter station at 
least one information transmission containing said unit of prog/amming and said 
at least one instruct signal at a specific time in response to sa/fl at least one 
control signal. 

47. (New Claim) A method of controlling at least one remote receiver 
station from a transmitter station, wherein said transmitter station includes a 
broadcast or cablecast transmitter for transmitting at least one control signal, a 
selective transfer device operatively connected^ said plurality of broadcast or 
cablecast transmitter, a plurality of control signal sources, and a computer 
operatively connected to at least one of syd plurality of control signal sources 
and said selective transfer device for controlling at least one of said at least one of 
said plurality of control signal source/and said selective transfer device, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving and stormg at said transmitter station a first selection 

control signal; 

(2) selecting, in accordance with said first selection control signal, at 
least one of said plurality/of control signal sources; 

(3) controlling said selective transfer device to communicate at least 
one second selection/control signal from said selected said at least one of said 
plurality of control signal sources to said broadcast or cablecast transmitter, 
wherein said abreast one second selection control signal is operative at said at 
least one remote receiver station to perform at least one of receiving and 
outputting^at least one of (1) mass medium programming and (2) information to 
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perform one of supple— and completing said mass medium / 
PIOP ;r— sa.aHea.onesecondse^onconXaUosa.d 
at least one remote receiver station. / 

48 (NewClataJAmethodofcontrolltaganetworithat 
communicates one of a television and a radio signal, said^etwork ^^^"^^^^ 

• „«„„ fnr receiving said at least one of a 
radio signal, and at least one receiver statton for recejv g 

con ^unicati 0 nof S ignals,saidmethodcomp/uin g theste P sof: 

^ectingsaidatleastoneofatelevXandaradios.gnal.sa.datleast 

! ^ nn P ofi4 television and a radio signal having an 
audio portion, said selected one otfa teievis, 

Mpntif/ation datum indicating said at least one of a 
identification datum, said identit/cation aaru 

urogram and a commercial; / 

^^X^saidselectedoneofatelevisionandaradiosignaland^ 
one or Zre instruct signals to said a. leas, one transfer station. 
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49 (New Claim) The method of claim 48, wherein said one of a 
television and a radio signal includes at leas, one of a non-visible portioned a 
non-audible portion, said one of a revision and a radio signal furthe/includes 
information, said method further comprising , selecting said tension or rad.o 
signal based upon a comparison, and said method furthering one from the 

group consisting of: 

embedding the instruct signal in said noyisible portion or said non- 
audible portion of said television or radio signal; 

communicattng a, !east some of^chedule to a. least one of said rece.ver 

stations; . 

comparing informatior/said television or radio signal to information 

stored at a receiver statior/in said network; 

selecting a, lea^me portion of said television or radio signal on the 
basis of at least or/of said instruct signals; and 

identifying a unit of television or radio programming on the basis of sard 

at least^OTae of a schedule. 

50 (New Claim) The methclf claim 48, wherein said identification 
'datum is communicated to a remoJ^Acollection station, said method further 

comprising the steps of: _ , 

selecting said identification datum aAstation in said network; and 
communicating said identification daturn to said a. least one transmitter 

Ration. 

5K, (New Claim) The method of claim 48^vteretaaj3*^ 
one of a unit of television anJ^raca^r^nung, said one of a 
unit of television and of radje^rnrrdng having a respective title, said 
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receiver station being capable of identifying said one of a unit of televisWand of 
radio programming on the basis of said respective title, said method further 
comprising the step of transmitting data that identifies information/ntained in 
said one of a unit of television and of radio programming. 

52. (New Claim) The method of claim 48, wherein/t least one of the 
receiver stations selects a unit of television or radio programming, said unit of 
television or radio programming having a respective subject matter, said at least 
one receiver station being capable of selecting said/nit of television or radio 
programming on the basis of said subject matte/ 

53. (New Claim) The method of claim 48, wherein said television 
signal includes an audio portion and at J* a portion of full motion video. 

54. (New Claim) The method of claim 48, wherein said instruct signal 
includes said identification dah 

55. (New Claim) A ^ethod of controlling a remote intermediate mass 
medium program transmitter station to communicate mass medium 
programming to a remot/receiver station, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at an/igination station a unit of mass medium programming; 

transmitting b^th the unit of mass medium programming and a first 
signal from the o^ination station to an intermediate mass medium program 
transmitter staj 

receivmg at said intermediate mass medium program transmitter station 
the unit ofmass medium programming and said first signal; 
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retransmitting, based on said first signal, the unit of mass rn/dium 
programming from said intermediate mass medium program tra/smitter station 

to said receiver station; and / 

receiving and displaying said unit of mass medium programming at said 

remote receiver station. / 

56. (New Claim) The method of claim 55, further comprising the steps 

of: / 

storing the unit of mass medium programming at the intermediate mass 

medium program transmitter station; / 

receiving and storing at said interme/iate mass medium program 
transmitter station, information designati/g at least a time for retransmitting 
said unit of mass medium programming the remote receiver station; and 

comparing, at the intermediat/mass medium program transmitter station, 
the first signal to the stored information to identify at least a time for 
retransmitting said unit of programming to said remote receiver station , said 
retransmission being perform/d based upon said comparison. 

57. (New ClaimVThe method of claim 55 wherein said step of 
transmitting from the ordination station comprises the step of transmitting both 
the unit of mass medi/m programming and a second signal from the origination 
station to said inten/ediate mass medium program transmitter station, said 
second signal comprising an identification signal identifying the unit of 
programming t/ansmitted therewith. 

58. /(New Claim) The method of claim 55, wherein said unit of mass 
medium r/ogramming is television programming, said television programming 
includWg an audio portion and at least a portion of full motion video. 
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59. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermedia^ mass 
medium program transmitter station to communicate mass medium 
programming to a remote receiver station, said method of controlling comprising 

the steps of: 

receiving at an origination station a unit of mass medium/programming; 
transmitting both the unit of mass medium programming and a first 
signal from the origination station to an intermediate mass vhedium program 

transmitter station; 

receiving at said intermediate mass medium program transmitter station 
the unit of mass medium programming and said firstrsignal; 

retransmitting, based on said first signal, the unit of mass medium 
programming from the intermediate mass medium program transmitter station 

to the remote receiver station; 

receiving at said remote receiver station said retransmitted unit of mass 

medium programming; 

generating, under computer control at the remote receiver station, user 

specific output; and 

outputting at said remote receiver station, a media presentation 
comprising said unit of mass medium programming and said generated user 
specific output. 

60. (New Claim)/the method of claim 59 wherein said step of 
generating comprises the steps of: 

transmitting a second signal from the intermediate mass medium 
program transmitte/ station to the remote receiver station; 

receiving^aid second signal at said remote receiver station; and 
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generating, under computer control at said remote receiver statWin 
response to said second signal, a user specific output. 

61. (New Claim) The method of claim 59 wherein said sj/ep of 
outputting comprises the steps of: 

transmitting a second signal from said remote intermediate mass medium 

program transmitter station to said remote receiver station; 

receiving said second signal at said remote receiver station; and 
outputting, based on said second signal, the unit of mass medium 

programming and the generated user specific output to provide a multimedia 

presentation at said remote receiver station. 

62. (New Claim) The method of claim 59, wherein said mass medium 
programming is television programming/said television programming including 
an audio portion and at least a portion of full motion video. 

63. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermediate mass 
medium program transmitter station to communicate mass medium 
programming to a remote receiver station, said method of controlling comprising 

the steps of: / 

receiving at an origination station a unit of mass medium programming; 

transmitting the'unit of mass medium programming, an identification 
signal identifying tr/unit of programming and one or more control signals from 
the origination station to an intermediate mass medium program transmitter 
station, at least'said identification signal being transmitted concurrently with 
said unit of/programming; 
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receiving at said intermediate mass medium program transmitter/station 
said unit of mass medium programming, said identification signal ancf said one 
or more control signals; 

detecting said identification signal; 

retransmitting said unit of mass medium programming', said 
identification signal and said one or more of the control signals from said 
intermediate mass medium program transmitter station4o said remote receiver 
station based on said identification signal; and / 

receiving at said remote receiver station said unit of mass medium 
programming, said identification signals and sa'id one or more control signals. 

64. (New Claim) The method exclaim 63 further comprising the steps 

of: / 

detecting, at the intermediate mass medium program transmitter station, 

the identification signal during the s4p of retransmitting; 

logging said step of retransmitting based on the step of detecting said 
identification signal during said step of retransmitting. 

65. (New ClaimVThe method of claim 63, wherein said unit of mass 
medium programming is4levision programming, said television programming 
including an audio portion and at least a portion of full motion video. 

66. (NewOaim) A method of controlling a remote intermediate mass 
medium programtransmitter station to communicate mass medium 
programming/o a remote receiver station, said method of controlling comprising 
the steps of/ 

receiving at an origination station one or more units of mass medium 
programming; 
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68. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermediate mass 
medium program transmitter station to corrimunicate mass medium/ 
programming to a remote receiver station, said method of controMng comprising 

the steps of: / 

receiving at an origination station a unit of mass medium programming; 
transmitting said unit of mass medium programmi/g, an identification 
signal identifying said unit of mass medium programming and one or more 
control signal from said origination station to an intef mediate mass medium 
program transmitter station, at least said identification signal being transmitted 
concurrently with said unit of mass medium pr6gramming; 

storing at said intermediate mass medium program transmitter station, a 
programming schedule designating at leas/one of a time and a channel for 
transmitting one or more units of programming; 

receiving at said intermediate r/ass medium program transmitter station 
said unit of mass medium programming, said identification signal and said one 
or more control signals; / 

detecting said identificajion signal; 

comparing said identification signal to said programming signal and said 
one or more of the controlignals form said intermediate mass medium program 
transmitter station to said remote receive station according to said programming 

schedule; / 

receiving at skid remote receiver station said unit of mass medium 

programming and said one or more control signals; and 

outputtihg the unit of mass medium programming on an output device; 

generating, under computer control, a user specific output; and 
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outputting said generated user specific output on output device/such that 
the one or more steps of outputting the programming, generating th4 user 
specific output, and outputting the generated output are controljed on the basis 
of said one or more control signals received at said remote receiver station. 

69. (New Claim) The method of claim 68 furthef comprising the steps 

of: . 

detecting at the intermediate mass medium program transmitter station, 

the identification signal; and 

logging said step of retransmitting base/ on said step of detecting said 

identification signal. 

70. (New Claim) The method 6i claim 68, wherein said unit of mass 
medium programming is television programming, said television programming 
including an audio portion and at Vast a portion of full motion video. 

71. (New Claim) A method of communicating units of programming in 
a communications network, said communications network including one or 
more origination stations and an intermediate transmission station, said 
intermediate transmission^ station having a programming receiver, at least one 
selective transmission device for transferring programming from said 
programming receiver to a transmitter, an automatic control unit operatively 
connected to said/selective transmission device, and a detector operatively 
connected to said automatic control unit for detecting one or more signals, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a plurality of units of programming from said origination 
stations/laid plurality of units of programming including at least one signal for 
comparison; 
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said intermediate transmission station receiving and passing to^aid 
automatic control unit, said comparison schedule; 

receiving said plurality of units of programming; 

detecting and passing to said automatic control unit at le/st one signal for 

comparison; and 

selectively performing at least one of the steps of storing and 
retransmitting said plurality of units of programming based upon comparisons 
performed by said automatic control unit at differer^Wes in accordance with 
said comparison schedule. 

72. (New Claim) The method of dau£ 71, wherein said plurality of 
units of programming are television programming, said television programming 
including an audio portion and at least a Portion of full motion video. 

73. (New Claim) A method 6f communicating units of programming to 
an intermediate transmitter station in a communications network, said 
communications network including at least one origination station and an 
intermediate transmission station, said intermediate transmission station having 
a receiver, at least one selecti/e transfer device for transferring units of 
programming from said reviver to a transmitter, an automatic control unit 
operatively connected to/aid selective transmission device, and a detector 
operatively connected^ said automatic control unit, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

(1) receivinga comparison schedule in said at least one origination 
station and delivering said comparison schedule to at least one origination 
transmitter h/ore a specific time, said comparison schedule being effective at 
the intermediate transmission station to instruct said automatic control unit to 
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perform comparisons and at least one of to store and to retransmit saidWs of 

programming; / 

(2) receiving said units of programming in said at least on£ origination 

station; / 

(3) receiving a signal for comparison in said at least one origination 

station; / 

(4) delivering said units of programming and saift signal for comparison 
to said at least one origination transmitter, said signal for comparison being 
included in said units of programming and being/elivered to said at least one 
origination transmitter before said specific time/ and 

(5) transmitting from said origmatiorXtions said comparison schedule, 
said units of programming and said signa^or comparison. 

74. (New Claim) The methocT )f claim 73, wherein said units of 
programming are television programing, said television programming 
including an audio portion and at/least a portion of full motion video. 

75. (New Claim) Ainethod of communicating one or more units of 
programming in a communications network, said communications network 
including at least one orig4ation station and an intermediate transmission 
station, said at least on/origination station having at least one origination 
transmitter, said mt/mediate transmission station having a transmitter, a 
plurality of storaafe locations capable of receiving and storing at least one unit of 
programming, /receiver, and an automatic control unit operatively connected to 
at least one c/said plurality of storage locations, said intermediate transmission 
station car/able of delayed transmission, said method comprising the steps of: 
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transmitting at least one of said one or more units of programming frorn 
said at least one origination stations; / 

transmitting a selection control signal from said at least one origination 

station ; / 

receiving said selection control signal and at least one of sajd one or more 
units of programming at said intermediate transmission station/ 

passing said selection control signal to said automatic/control unit; 
selecting at least one of said plurality of storage locations to store at least 
one of said one or more units of programming for delayed transmission, 
selecting at least one of said one or more units of pfogramming to be delayed, 
said at least one of said plurality of storage locations and said at least one or 
more units of programming being selected h/accordance with said selection 

control signal; and / 

controlling said selected one of /plurality of storage locations to store the 
selected unit of programming to be (delayed. 

76. (New Claim) The inethod of claim 75, wherein said one or more 
units of programming are television programming, said television programming 
including an audio portion4nd at least a portion of full motion video. 

77. (New Clatoi) A method of communicating information in a 
financial informatio/receiver system, said financial information receiver system 
including a cable/system, said cable system having a first receiver for receiving 
financial data including price data related to financial securities, a second 
receiver for/eceiving news items including television programming, a switch for 
switching :ommunications transmissions, one or more storage devices for 
storin/said financial data and said news items, and one or more user stations, 
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each user station for receiving and communicating financial information to a / 
subscriber, with each user station having a third receiver, a computer operajrfvely 
connected to said third receiver, and an output device operatively connpcled to 
said third receiver and said computer for outputting said fmancial ijaformation, 
said method comprising the steps of: / 

receiving a digital communications signal, said digitaj^ommunications 
signal including said financial data; / 

supplying one or more comparison signals, eath comparison signal 
including an identifier of at least one of a newsyitem and a financial datum; 

detecting the presence of at least one%istruct-to-coordinate signal at said 
receiver station, each said at least one u*struct-to-coordinate signal designating 
information content to be coordinated with a news item and at least one of: 

(1) at least one financial datum to communicate to a storage location 
for subsequent processing;/ 

(2) financial output information content to be generated; and 

(3) a signal identifying news to be communicated; 
generatiogsaid financial output information content by processing data 

stored in sa)d computer in response to an instruct-to-generate signal; and 

communicating television programming to said subscriber that contains 
said financial output information content and said news item. 

78. (New ClaimVThe method of claim 77, further comprising the step 
of programming said compu^to perform one or more of the group consisting 
of: 

storing a data portfolic\>«£Ndata portfolio comprising one or more 
identification data of financial security 

receiving and processing news items related to said financial data; 
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(New Claim) A method of communicating television progfamming 
elevision communications network, said communications netyfork having 
one or more programming origination stations, at least one intermediate 
transmitter station, and at least one receiver station, said^nethod comprising the 
steps of: 

transmitting a plurality of channels of television programming 
concurrently from said one or more programrmng origination stations to said at 
least one intermediate transmitter statioiyeach channel communicating 
television programming and at least one identification signal, said television 
programming including at least on/of (i) audio and (ii) a plurality of video 
images to be displayed in a predetermined sequence to portray motion; 

receiving the plurali# of channels of programming at said at least one 
intermediate transmitte^station; 

detecting at least one of the identification signals transmitted on the 
received programming channels; 

retransmitting said plurality of channels of television programming on a 
plurality o/retransmission channels or frequencies; 

ecting at least one of said plurality of retransmission channels or 
frequencies based on said detected at least one identification signal; 

selectively retransmitting the programming from one or more of the 
deceived programming channels over said at least one selected one of said 
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plurality of retransmission channels or frequencies to said at least^n^ceiver 
station based on the identification signals; and 

receiving, at the receiver station, the programming transmuted from said 
at least one intermediate transmitter station. 

80. (New Claim) The method of claim 79, whe/ein each said 
identification signal comprises at least one of: 

a signal identifying the source of the programming; 
a signal identifying the origination statWtransmitting the programming; 
a signal identifying the transmitted unit of programming; and 
a signal identifying the subject matter of the programming. 

y \ 81 . (New Claim) The method of claim 79, further comprising the step 

K/ of storing at the intermediate transmitter station a programming schedule 

identifying each said programmi/g channel, the identification signals 
transmitted with each programing channel and the scheduled time for the 
intermediate transmitter station to receive one or more units of programming 
over the programming channels. 

82. (New Claim) The method of claim 79, wherein said step of 
selectively retransmitting comprises the steps of: 

selecting ohe of the received programming channels; 

selecting/an output channel or frequency for retransmitting the selected 
received programming channel; 
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configuring, automatically under computer control, a switch at tl 
intermediate transmitter station to retransmit the selected received pr/gramming 
channel to a receiver station over the selected output channel or frequency. 



83. 



(New Claim) The method of claim 79, further comprising the steps 



of: 



scanning the plurality of the received programming channels; 
detecting the identification signals on each of th/ plurality of channels; 
identifying one of the programming channels/ommunicating a 
predetermined identification signal based on said/steps of scanning and 
detecting; 

wherein said step of selectively retransmitting comprises the step of 
retransmitting the programming from ^identified channel over a 
retransmission channel or frequency ovir a cable distribution network. 

84. (New Claim) A method of communicating television programming 
in a television communications n/twork, said communications network having 
at least one programming origination station, at least one intermediate 
transmitter station, and at list one viewer station, said method comprising the 

steps of: / 

transmitting a plurality of channels of television programming 
concurrently from sa& at least one programming origination station to said at 
least one intermediate transmitter station, each channel communicating 
television programming and at least one identification signal, each said at least 
one identification signal identifying the television programming communicated 
therewith/aid television programming including at least one of (i) audio and (ii) 
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a plurality of video images to be displayed in a predetermined sequenc/to 

portray motion; / 
storing a programming schedule at the at least one mterme/iate 

transmitter station; / 

receiving the plurality of channels of programming at/he at least one 

intermediate transmitter station; / 

detecting the identification signals on at least on/of the received 

programming channels; / 

retransmitting said plurality of channels of/rogramming on a plurality of 

retransmission channels or frequencies; / 

selecting at least one of said plurality of retransmission channels or 
frequencies based on at least one of said ducted identification signals; 

comparing the detected identification signals to the programming 

schedule; / 

selecting at least a portion of/said received television programming for 

retransmission based on said step of comparing; 



retransmitting the selected television programming from one or more of 
said received plurality of channels of programming "n from the at least one 
intermediate transmitter station over said at least one selected one of said 



plurality of retransmissio/channels or frequencies to said at least one viewer 

station; and / 

receiving, at said at least one viewer station, said selected television 
programming transmitted from the at least one intermediate transmitter station. 

85. (New claim) The method of claim 84, and further comprising the 
step of logging said step of retransmitting. 
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86. (New Claim) The method of claim 85, wherein said^tep of logging 

comprises the steps of: 

detecting the retransmission of a unit identification signal during the 
retransmission of the selected unit of programming bom fie intermediate 
transmitter station to the receiver station; and 

logging said step of retransmitting based on sai'd step of detecting the 
retransmission of the unit identification signal. 

87. (New Claim) A method of compearing television programming 
in a television communications network, sJ communications network having 
at least one programming origination station, at least one intermediate 
transmitter station, and at least one vie/er station, said method comprising the 

steps of: / 

transmitting a plurality of cheUels of television programming 
concurrently from said at least oh/programming origination station to said at 
least one intermediate transmitter station, said television programming including 
at least one of (i) audio and (/a plurality of video images to be displayed in a 
predetermined sequence tc/portray motion, at least one of said plurality of 
channels communicating/t least one identification signal, said at least one 
identification signal identifying at least a portion of said television programming; 
storing a programming schedule at said at least one intermediate 

transmitter station;/ 

receiving said plurality of channels of programming at said at least one 

intermediate transmitter station; 

detectr/g said at least one identification signal; 
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retransmitting said plurality of channels of television programing and 
said second signal from the intermediate transmitter station over saj/at least one 
selected one of said plurality of retransmission channels or frequencies to said 
receiver station, based on said step of comparing; 

receiving at the television receiver station the televis^n programming and 

the second signal; 

detecting the second signal; and 

outputting said television programming at ^ television receiver station 
based on said second signal. 

91. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote television 
transmitter station and a television receiver station, said method comprising the 

steps of: / 

communicating an informa^on transmission from an origination station to 

said remote television transmitted station, said information transmission 
including a plurality of channels of television programming, a first signal and a 
second signal, said pluralit/of channels of television programming including at 
least one of (i) audio and /i) a plurality of video images to be displayed in a 
predetermined sequence to portray motion; 

receiving the information transmission at the remote television transmitter 

station; / 

detectin g 4e first signal at said remote television transmitter station; 
performing a function at the remote television transmitter station based on 

said detected first signal; 

retransmitting said plurality of channels of television programming on a 

plurality of retransmission channels or frequencies; 
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selecting at least one of said plurality of retransmission chapels or 
frequencies based on said detected first signal; 

retransmitting said plurality of channels of television p/ogramming and 
said second signal from the remote television transmitter staW over said at 
least one selected one of said plurality of retransmission channels or frequencies 
to said television receiver station; 

receiving at the television receiver station at least said plurality of 
channels of television programming and said second signal; 

detecting said second signal at said television receiver station; 
performing a function at the television 7 "eceiver station based upon said 
detected second signal. 

92. (New Claim) A method/of claim 91, wherein said step of 
communicating comprises the stet/of communicating an information 
transmission from an originatio/ station to an intermediate transmitter station, 
said information trar^mission4omprising television programming, a first signal 
and a second signal, where/each of said signals are one or more from the group 
consisting of: 

an identificatior/signal identifying a source of television programming; 
an identification signal identifying television programming; 
an identification signal identifying an origination station; 
a signal /at instructs the recording of television programming; 
a signal that instructs the delayed transmission of television 
prograrrunjhg; 

a/gnal that instructs the retransmission of television programming 
according to a programming schedule; 



33 



* 



Serial No. 08/477,805 
Docket No. 05634.0197 



a signal that instructs a computer to contact a remote station; 
a signal that instructs a tuner to tune to a specific channel o/frequency; 
a signal that instructs a decrypter to decrypt; 

a switch control signal for controlling the operation (^configuration of a 

switch; 

an instruct-to-generate signal that instructs a computer to generate 
information; 

an instruct-to-output signal that instructs ^computer to output 
information; 

a signal that coordinates a multimedia presentation; 
an environmental control signal; apd 

a signal for controlling the operation of an equipment addressed by the 

signal. 

93. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote television 
transmitter station and a teleyZion receiver station, said method comprising the 
steps of 

communicating an/information transmission from an origination station to 
said remote television ^/ansmitter station, said information transmission 
containing a pluralit/ >f channels of television programming and a first signal, 
said plurality of c/nnels of television programming including at least one of (i) 
audio and (ii) a/urality of video images to be displayed in a predetermined 

sequence to portray motion; 

rece/ing the information transmission at said remote television 

transmitter station; 

detecting the first signal at said remote television transmitter station; 
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performing a function at said remote television transmitter station based 

on said detected first signal; 

embedding, at said remote television transmitter statiopC a second signal 
in the information transmission containing said television programming; 

retransmitting said plurality of channels of television programming on a 
plurality of retransmission channels or frequencies; 

selecting at least one of said plurality of retransmission channels or 
frequencies based on said detected first signal; / 

transmitting said plurality of channels of television programming and 
said embedded second signal from the rem/e television transmitter station over 
said at least one selected one of said plurality of retransmission channels or 
frequencies to said television receivers4ation; 

receiving at the television receiver station said at least said plurality of 
channels of television programming and said embedded second signal; 
detecting the second sig/al at said television receiver station; 
performing a functior/at the television receiver station based upon said 
detected second signal. 



94. (New Claim) A method of communicating television programming 
in a communication/network, said communications network including at least 
one origination station and at least one intermediate transmission station, said at 
least one intermediate transmission station having at least one transmitter, at 
least one receiver, at least one selective transfer device for transferring 
programming from said at least one receiver to said at least one transmitter, at 
least one/automatic control unit operatively connected to said selective transfer 
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device, and at least one signal detector operatively connected to said at/east one 
automatic control unit, said method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting from said at least one origination station an information 
transmission containing a plurality of channels of television pro^amming, said 
plurality of channels of television programming including at least one of (i) 
audio and (ii) a plurality of video images to be displayed in ^predetermined 
sequence to portray motion, and said information transmit/ion including at least 
one retransmission control signal; 

transmitting at least one signal for comparison j/om said at least one 

origination station; 

said at least one intermediate transmission Station detecting and passing 
to said at least one automatic control unit said at4ast one retransmission control 

signal; / 

receiving said plurality of channels of television programming; 
retransmitting said plurality of chaWls of television programming on a 
plurality of retransmission channels oyf requencies; 

selecting at least one of said plurality of retransmission channels or 
frequencies based on said at least ohe retransmission control signal; 

receiving and passing to said at least one automatic control unit said at 
least one signal for comparison; and 

performing at least on/of the steps of (1) selectively storing at least a 
portion of said plurality of/channels of television programming based on said at 
least one comparison peLed by said at least one automatic control unit and 
(2) selectively transfeXg said plurality of channels of television programming 
for transmission ov/said at least one selected one of said plurality of 
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retransmission channels or frequencies in accordance with said at leas/ one 
retransmission control signal. 

95. (New Claim) A method of communicating a plurality of channels 
of television programming in a communications network, said communications 
network including at least one origination station and at least one intermediate 
transmission station, said at least one intermediate transmission station having at 
least one transmitter, at least one receiver, at least on/selective transfer device 
for transferring said plurality of channels of television programming from said at 
least one receiver to said at least one transmitted at least one automatic control 
unit operatively connected to said selective transfer device, and at least one 
signal detector operatively connected to s^ixi at least one automatic control unit, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one signal for/comparison at said at least one origination 
station, said at least one signal for comparison being effective at said at least one 
intermediate transmission statior/to serve as a basis for instructing said at least 
one automatic control unit regarding at least a portion of said plurality of 
channels of television programming to store; 

receiving said plurality of channels of television programming at said at 
least one origination station, said plurality of channels of television 
programming including at least one of (i) audio and (ii) a plurality of video 
images to be displayed in a predetermined sequence to portray motion; 
delivering said plurality of channels of television programming and said at least 
one signal for comparison to said at least one transmitter, said signal for 
comparison being included in an information transmission containing said 
plurality of channels of television programming and being delivered to said at 
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